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Church School Congress 
Blessings and greetings to each of you in the name 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! It is indeed an 

honor to have served as your Church School 
President for another year. I would like to take a 

moment to extend to everyone a very warm welcome 

to the 113
th
 Annual Session of Florida State 

Primitive Baptist Convention being held in beautiful 
West Palm Beach Florida. 
 

First, I would like to take a moment to acknowledge 

a loss to the Primitive Baptist Church School 

Congress Family. Elder Dr. Mitchell Dawkins, one 
of our teachers, went home to be with the Lord on February 28. We were just 

together in January at the One-Day Session in West Palm Beach. He was a 

valuable member of the Primitive Baptist family and will be greatly missed. 
 

Our theme this year is “God Delivers.”  Each of us is experiencing trying 

times in some way or another. Whether you are experiencing health 
problems, financial problems, or family problems, each of us will have found 

ourselves spending a lot of time before the cross.  We can take comfort in 

what Peter said when he said “the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from 
temptation” (Psalm 34:19). For God has told us that “many are the 

afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers us out of them all.”  So as 

believers, we expect  to be “afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but 

not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that 

the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.” 2 Corinthians 4:8-10. 
 

Our way through our trials is each other. As Christians, we need other 

believers. God expects believers to grow in their faith and to do so by 
growing together in God’s Word. The growth and protection Christians need 

to experience occurs as believers assemble together as a local church. It will 

not happen by individuals or families attempting to do it on their own. 
Christians and Christian families need each other to grow in their Christian 

faith. 
 

Our church is our support network. When we are surrounded by other 

believers we have someone to encourage us and pray with us. Church 

School is an important part of this network or a “small group” within our 
church. Many of our Church Schools are suffering.  Church School has come 

to be seen as an option and not a necessity. We need to emphasize the 

importance of Christian Education and training in our churches and in 
our families.   
 

The role of Church School and its impact on the family is much debated in 

the halls of church leadership today. The effective adult Church School class 

is a place where parents can learn and respond to the Word of God in a 

systematic and consistent process, develop a network of strong and 
supportive relationships to encourage them during the victorious and the 

difficult times, and reach other parents with a gospel message that will 

impact their children as well.  If we intend to prepare the next generation of 
children to follow Christ faithfully and advance the Kingdom forcefully, they 

will need parents who are being well trained for this awesome responsibility.  

Parents who are solidly equipped in the Word will be more confident and 
capable of leading their children to love the Lord and respond to His love by 

obeying His commands. 
 

An effective Church School offers the opportunity to come together once a 

week for the purpose of intentional and interactive Bible study. The disciple-

making process that starts in Church School should extend into the home. 
Church School is important because it improves your Bible knowledge, 

assists your spiritual growth, provides a place to belong, helps build 

meaningful relationships, and provides a place for the whole family. 
 

The workshops offered in this Convention will offer something for everyone. 
The important topics tackled this year include: 

 How to Say it:  Bible Words Made Easy 

 Nutrition and Wellness in the African American Community 

 The Role of Women in the Primitive Baptist Church 

 

Two of these topics should be particularly interesting to all of us:  our health 

and our women. Mrs. Obama took on the challenge to change the mindset of 
children toward eating and physical activity. We as adults need to do the 

same. We as a church also must review the role of women in the Primitive 

Baptist Church structure. Among us are women with a multitude of talent 
that could benefit the church in a defined role. 
 

Our Convention fundraiser this year will again be that men will count their 

ties and pay $1 per tie and for women, hats or shoes= $1 each. It was very 

successful last year and I encourage everyone to participate to help boost the 

treasury for the Florida State Primitive Baptist Convention. 
 

As I close, I want to leave a thought that we should focus on. If we are to 

undertake the issues of declining membership in our churches, we must 

look at the importance of redefining Church School or small groups 

within our churches. People want to be connected, and they are 

desperately looking for someone who cares. 

                                                                Elder James Chester, President 

   

Laymen Congress 

Brothers United for the Kingdom 
Brothers, the Word tells us “how good and how 

pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity 
(Psalm 133).  On April 20-25, 2014, we are praying 

brothers from across our State will join us in West 

Palm Beach for our Florida State Primitive Baptist 

Convention. 
 

The Laymen Congress, which is all men who are not ordained clergy, will 

convene in unity to conduct Kingdom business, fellowship with one another, 
grow spiritually through a Christ focused presentation facilitated by Deacon 

Joe Thomas of Tallahassee and share information for the up-building of the 

Kingdom and one another. 
 

 Brothers, the world is screaming for Christian men to “man up” and take our 

rightful stand as leaders.  Our State Convention is a great opportunity for us 
to gain tools and weapons (spiritual) to equip ourselves for the good work 

God is calling us to do. 
 

We need your presence!  We are asking all brothers to purpose in your heart 

to register and come to West Palm Beach during that 3
rd

 week in April. If you 
have not yet received your registration form you can download one from the 

Convention website: www.fspbc.org.  It is 

important that you check the line for Laymen 
Congress and include your $25.00 registration fee.   
 

If your schedule will not let you be with us for the 
life shaping time of brotherhood unity, we still 

need you to register and mail your $25.00 

registration to the address on the form.  We will 
mail to you, at the address on your registration 

form, materials distributed to our sessions. 

We look forward to joining each of you as we 
make our mark in West Palm Beach!                          

                                                            Deacon Gregory Floyd, President 

                                                  

Ushers Congress 
 To all Ushers in this Florida State Primitive 

Baptist Convention: 

 
I’m asking all ushers to try their best to be at 

this Great 2014 Convention in West Palm 

Beach as we witness, through service, to the 

theme, “God Delivers!”  
 

Our first session for the 2014 Convention 

will begin at 4:00 p.m. Tuesday. 
May God continue to bless you and your 

Family as we begin this year. 

                                                                Brother John Ingram, President 

 

Women’s Congress’ Sixth Retreat 
“Gifts, Talents, and Passion in His Service” was the theme for the Sixth 
Annual 24-hour Retreat for the Women’s Congress, held Friday, January 10 

– Saturday, January 11, at the Hilton Airport Hotel in West Palm Beach. 

The Retreat kicked off  at the end of the Convention’s One-Day Session with 
an afternoon of relaxation at City Place.  The sisters had an opportunity to 

have lunch, shop, go to a movie, or just sit outside and enjoy the beautiful 

sunny afternoon. 

The Friday evening opening session began with a spirit-filled praise service 
led by the East Florida delegation.  President Shirley Lewis greeted the 

sisters before the buffet dinner, which was followed with an hour of fun with 

sisters demonstrating their impromptu “talents.” 

Saturday morning’s session began with a spirit-filled praise service led by the 

East Coast delegation and a hearty buffet breakfast.   Sister Willow Britt, 

2
nd

 Vice President of Women’s Congress, shared her writing talent of prayer 

poems.   Sister Vonda Yates, First Lady at Zion Hope, Pensacola, and of the 
National Primitive Baptist Convention, inspired the sisters with her 

presentation of “Gifts From God - To Us - For Others - For the Glory of 

God.”  She encouraged the sisters to “discover the gift; determine the gift, 
develop the gift, and give away the gift.”  Following the closing prayer 

circle, sisters picked up their box lunches and said farewell until April. 

 

 

  Sister Britt                                  East Coast Praise Team                 Sisters Lewis, Yates, McCray 
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